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For Immediate Release:  

 

         Innovative Teaching Tool Brings Students the World 

  
Johnstown, PA (January 24, 2008) –  The Learning Lamp is opening up a whole new  
world to students in Cambria, Somerset and Bedford Counties with the addition of Earth 
Balloon® to its science-based curriculum.  The super-sized teaching tool was made 
possible in part through a $7,000 grant from The Community Foundation for the 
Alleghenies as well as contributions from other community and corporate partners. 
 

 
 
“Today’s children live in a society where they expect to be wowed by everything from 
entertainment to education,” said Leah Spangler, Executive Director, The Learning 
Lamp.  “Earth Balloon® and the Earth Awareness curriculum promises to engage 
students in a physical and visual way that is deeply meaningful because it offers 
instruction using a world big enough to generate a wow response and small enough that it 
can be interpreted by a kindergartener.” 
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Earth Balloon® is a 30-foot inflatable globe that 
invites children to explore the world of earth 
science, geography, oceanography and the 
environment literally from the inside out.  The 
sailcloth sphere uses state-of-the-art satellite 
imagery and accommodates up to 30 students at a 
time.  The 106-page companion curriculum 
provides environmental, earth science and 
geography lessons for students in grades K-12 as 
well as informational handouts, activities and 

puzzles.          

Earth Balloon® is the centerpiece of a new, traveling science-
based program called The Learning Lamp To Go.  The 
initiative, which will officially kick off in fall of 2008, is 
intended to provide children of all abilities and income levels 
with the kind of experiences that will spark an interest in math 
and science and open their eyes to possible career paths in 

growing science and technology-related fields.   



Earth Balloon/Add One 

 
Other elements of the To Go curriculum will enable students to conduct safe but 
spectacular chemistry experiments, build a working robot out of LEGOs and construct a 
double helix model of DNA out of K’NEX pieces.  The Learning Lamp anticipates 
reaching as many as 6,000 students from 30 schools in the region in the 2008-09 school 
year. 
 
“Earth Balloon® and the other activities and educational kits included in The Learning 
Lamp To Go represent a tremendous investment in the futures of our children and the 
communities in which we all live,” said Spangler.  “We are so grateful to the Community 
Foundation for the Alleghenies and our other sponsors for their support in helping us 
make this program a reality.” 
 
The Learning Lamp also received generous contributions from the Northrop Grumman 
Foundation and Northrop Grumman Space and Missions Systems Corp., Concurrent 
Technologies Corporation, Laurel Motors Holding Company and the Johnstown Rifle 
Association. 
 
To learn more about Earth Balloon® and upcoming events unveiling The Learning Lamp 
To Go, contact The Learning Lamp at 814.262.0732 or e-mail Executive Director Leah 
Spangler at lspangler@thelearninglamp.org. 
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